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CHAIR’S INTRODUCTION
The enterprises and projects run by Headingley Development Trust through its 
many members and volunteers are part of Headingley life and contribute to the rich 
ecology of the area. HEART’s wide range of activities, as well as the welcome – and 
lovely food – provided by the café; the high quality produce and neighbourliness of 
the market; the stimulation provided by CaféSci; Films at HEART and Table Tennis 
at HEART and the trees and fruit managed by the Orchard Group, all help to make 
Headingley a better place to live. And how we wish we had streets of houses offering 
pleasant accommodation run by Headingley Homes! A new initiative has just got 
going too: Talking Heads at HEART, providing speakers and discussion exploring 
society today. 

We all know ways in which our area can be improved, but we also know why we like 
living, working or spending time here. We wanted to find more ways of publicising 
the good things in Headingley. So to this end we were lucky enough to secure a small 
pump priming grant from Leeds City Council under the Wellbeing Fund to produce 
a website and a map to promote Headingley and its amenities. The AGM will offer a 
first look at the prototype of these. 

We are very sad to be losing Lesly Best from the HDT Board and as Treasurer; her 
contribution has been immense. Luckily she will remain an active member of the 
HEART Events team.

Helen Seymour

Headingley Farmers' Market 10th birthday celebration 
with the Lord Mayor of Leeds Cllr. Gerry Harper 



HEART had another good year in 2016, starting with its 
5th birthday in January. Many businesses fail within the 
first couple of years, but HEART continues to flourish 
and develop.

The café is thriving and the Events programme 
expanding. Pulse (our co-working enterprise space), 
the art exhibitions programme and our room hire levels 
all performed well again. One exciting development 
has been the introduction of regular events in the café, 
thanks to the installation of new equipment funded by 
donations from the Support HEART programme; we are 
very grateful to all those who have supported HEART in 
this way. 

The year has seen welcome stability in the staff team, but 
also some significant changes; our new manager Mike 
Bird joined us early in the year and he, along with new 
Board members, have brought new ideas and energy 
to HEART. We were sad to lose Jane Williams from the 
Board. As one of our founding members Jane made 
a tremendous contribution to the establishment and 
development of HEART. There are many people who 
contribute to HEART’s character and success: our small 
but very effective team of paid staff, the many volunteers 
whose contribution is absolutely vital; and the Board, 
who steer HEART’s strategic development. 

We enter 2017 with increased confidence and the 
ambition to further strengthen HEART’s position at the 
centre of the Headingley community.

Richard Norton, Chair, HEART Board

HEART volunteers 
Danielle Aghanian, Sally Bavage, Julia Baxter,  
Marjie Bedell, Lesly Best, Heather Bodle,  
Nicola Brown, Andy Connelly, Lesley Cook,  
Gill Eastabrook, Mike Elliker, Kate Evans, Holly France, 
Jan Furniss, Annie-Rose Goddard, Paul Hudson, 
Sharon Hunt, Hana Kay, Jim Kieran,  
Anoushka Kulikowski, Liz Jeffery, Pippa Jones,  
Oscar Lees, Adrian Luke, Steve Mannix,  
Aisha Mustafa, Ruth Overy, Angie Owen,  
Janie Percy-Smith, Gill Redfearn, David Redfern, 
Denise Richardson, Linda Robbins, Margaret Scally, 
Carmel Smith, Iain Smith, Laura Taggart,  
Vicky Thomson, Russ Vandewert, Richard Watkins,  
Liz Westmorland, Michael Wonnacott.

HEART Staff
Carol Barber (from 2016), Mike Bird, Centre Manager, 
(from 2016), Joe Boylan, George England,  
Elaine Francis-Truett, Centre Manager, (left 2016),  
Sofia Fozzard, Sasha Robertson, Julia Say,  
Sole Scuderi, Steve Trattles.

HEART Board
Tim Goodall (from January 2016)
Alison Haskins (fromJanuary 2016)
Janet Matthews (Treasurer)
Isobel Mills (from January 2016), 
Richard Norton (Chair)
Atam Verdi
Liz Westmorland
Jane Williams (to August 2016).

HEART café
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FILMS AT HEART
Films at Heart continued its monthly programme of 
quality independent feature films and documentaries 
from new European and World cinema, showing ten 
features, one documentary and three shorts from the 
Leeds-based Cinage project. It again collaborated with 
Headingley LitFest. 

Audience numbers were poor in the first months of the 
season but currently are good. The new seats, obtained 
with a grant from the British Film Institute, have been 
well received. The DVD-loan collection was renewed 
and for the first time a well-attended members evening 
was organised to help select part of the programme. 
Financially there was a small shortfall which was covered 
from reserves. There are now forty members.

Project Committee Members: Martin Cook, Alan 
Foale (Chairperson & Project Leader), Tim Herring 
(Secretary), Richard Irving, Tina Irving, Andy 
Norman (from June 2016), Adrienne Patterson 
(Treasurer), Tom Woodhouse.heart

headingley enterprise and arts centre
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FARMERS' MARKET
The market continues to be a vibrant part of the Headingley 
scene: people chatting with friends; the varied sounds of our 
local musicians; children hunting for clues to the monthly 
game and above all shopping for locally produced food sold 
by the people who make it. This year the market celebrated 10 
years of trading with music, cakes, candles, a visit by the Lord 
Mayor of Leeds and a great party in the evening.

Ahmet Un, the new manager, coordinates a valiant team 
of local young people who put up and take down the stalls 
whatever the weather. If you like good food, come on the 
second Saturday of the month, or even join the group. www.
headingleyfarmersmarket.com

The market organising group: Julia Baxter,  
Liz Carey, Sue Furniss, Rachel Harkess, Jane Norton, Gill 
Redfearn and Helen Seymour. 

THE FOWL CO-OP
The Headingley Fowl Co-op is a small project connected to the 
farmers’ market. It enables people to buy organic, free range 
chicken at a fair price direct from the farmer, giving her a secure 
market for her humanely reared and killed birds. Member 
numbers slightly increased during the year. The administration 
charge paid by members provides a small income to HDT.

Organiser: Helen Seymour.

HEADINGLEY CAFÉ 
SCIENTIFIQUE
Headingley Café Scientifique met as usual on the 2nd Monday 
of the month (except August) at the New Headingley Club. A 
series of invited speakers gave presentations that stimulated 
much discussion and usually continued in the bar afterwards. 
The typical attendance was around 40, with a range of ages 
and expertise. 

The talks addressed such topics as Medical Imaging, the 
Scientific Heritage of Leeds, Genetics, Climate Change, 
Transport and Neutrino Astronomy. Everyone is welcome and 
the talks are not too technical – the mailing list is now over 500. 
A summary of past and present talks is presented on the HDT 
website where people can also sign up to the mailing list. 

Project team: Larry Brownstein, Paul Marchant and  
Dave Webb.

TABLE TENNIS AT HEART
Table Tennis at Heart has now been going for 18 months, 
providing the only sports activity at Heart. It attracts players 
of all ages and backgrounds and prides itself on the friendly 
atmosphere. New players are always welcome whatever their 
standard. Due to limited space we cannot expand, so attracting 
enough but not too many players is always a challenge. The 
emphasis is on enjoyment of the game, rather than fierce 
competition. The coach, Chris, comes once a month for one 
hour and his input is much appreciated. 

Project team: Dave Buckton, Sally Dowell, Liz Jeffery, 
Pete Pickavance, Liz Westmorland.

HEADINGLEY HOMES
Headingley Homes aims to improve the balance of 
Headingley’s housing by letting houses at affordable rents. 
This year one of our leased properties was sold to the current 
family tenant. The remaining houses have settled tenants 
and are attractive and comfortable places to live. The project 
has linked with other housing initiatives, investing in Leeds 
Community Homes and exploring co-housing ideas. We are 
exploring the idea of purchasing another house next year, 
finances permitting. 

The Housing Project Group: Sarah Johal, Richard Norton, 
Richard Tyler and Atam Verdi.

Headingley Farmer's Market
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DT HDT was formed by Headingley residents in 2005 

to develop enterprising initiatives that promote 
and sustain a vibrant local community. It is a social 
enterprise with over 1000 members and membership 
is open to any individual, group or business. As a 
sustainable business HDT receives no on-going grants 
and all its income comes from its members, projects and 
enterprises. 

The HDT Board
Lesly Best (Treasurer)
Gill Eastabrook (Society Secretary)
Katie Fabri
Rachel Harkess
Sarah Johal
Richard Norton (Vice Chair)
Helen Pickering
Mike Sells (Membership Secretary)
Helen Seymour (Chair)
Richard Tyler

Headingley Development Trust Limited is a 
Registered Society no. 29983R

Registered address: 
HEART 
Bennett Road
Headingley
Leeds LS6 3HN
tel 0113 275 4548
info@headingleydevelopmenttrust.org.uk
www.headingleydevelopmenttrust.org.uk
  @HDTHeadingley

Headingley Enterprise and Arts Centre Ltd is 
registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee  
no. 6848581.
Registered address as above.
heartadmin@heartcentre.org.uk
www.heartcentre.org.uk

Our supporters

HEADINGLEY COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
The Orchard Group has continued to maintain the local 
orchards: behind the Natural Food Store; at Shire Oak 
Primary School; behind St Chad’s Parish Centre; around 
the St Chad’s war memorial; and on Woodhouse Ridge 
(with Woodhouse Ridge Action Group).

This year the trees produced a good crop. The children 
at Shire Oak enjoyed using their fruit in cookery lessons 
and St Chad’s lunch club had lots of apples. However, 
sadly, for the second year running, someone picked all 
the fruit from the trees near the Memorial Garden and 
also stole the signs. The group is considering how this 
can be prevented.

The Orchard Group worked with others to organise 
another successful Apple Day. There was a great array 
of stalls, music, a talk on cider making and activities for 
children. People were invited to help Urban Harvest 
volunteers press apples to produce juice too.

Community Orchard Steering Group: Jo Habib,  
Andy Lawrence, Jenny Lawrence, Nigel Lees,  
Janie Percy-Smith (secretary), John Roche.
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