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CHAIR’S INTRODUCTION
HDT’s activities encapsulate the old proverb that when things get grim you don’t 
rage at the dark but light a candle. As the wider world looks uncertain, in Headingley 
we’ve been doing what we can to make a difference – whether it’s providing good 
local food, creating decent homes, planting fruit trees, giving people the space to 
expand their minds at Café Sci, Films at HEART, TalkingHeads or having fun at the 
myriad of events at HEART.

In the summer of 2018 we created Headingley Investment Fund so we can use local 
money to make a difference: nearly £481,000 was raised with a range of investments 
of £200 to £20,000 from 257 individuals, as well as input by the Community Shares 
Booster Programme. 

And as well as the projects and enterprises described in this report there were also 
other HDT activities to make an impact: Headingley Open Gardens led by Matthew 
Hill, attracted 250 people to have a wonderful afternoon out. In 2019 it’s on April 28th 
with the possible plan of alternating years between summer and spring. Zero Carbon 
Headingley has been started and the new Graffiti Project, led by Alan Beswick, aims 
to improve our immediate environment. HDT is not generally a campaigning body, 
but the huge increase in HGVs driving through our community has led us to start a 
campaign to move them to more appropriate roads. 

This year Richard Tyler steps down from the board. His knowledge, wisdom and 
commitment will be sorely missed.

Helen Seymour
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HEART Board members: Tim Goodall,  
Alison Haskins, Isobel Mills, Janet Matthews 
(Treasurer), Richard Norton (Chair), Liz Westmorland.

HEART Staff: Carol Barber, Mike Bird – centre 
manager, Joe Boylan, Tighearnan Casey Moore,  
George England, Sofia Fozzard, Adil Hussain (until 
November), Anne Romano, Emily Sutherington (until 
April), Clara Stella (from June) Steve Trattles (until 
October), Owen Trattles (from November).

HEART regular weekly volunteers: 
Anne Beaumont, Mike Elliker, Kate Evans,  
Gill Eastabrook, Pauline Fleck, Margaret Gale,  
Annie-Rose Goddard, Pippa Jones, Jim Kieran,  
Adrian Luke, Lesley Mackay-Cook, Marion McGowan, 
Steve Mannix, Aisha Mostafa, Ruth Overy, Gill Redfearn, 
Linda Robbins,Iain Smith, Richard Watkins,  
Liz Westmorland, Jane Williams, Michael Williams,  
Brogan Woodward.

Events Volunteers: Lesly Best, Laura Conroy,  
Paul Kaiserman, Jackie Parsons, Martin Zukor.

FILMS AT HEART
Films at HEART continued its monthly programme of 
quality independent feature films and documentaries 
from around the world. This season we showed eleven 
features but no documentaries. We run occasional extra 
events, support other film-related initiatives and liaise 
with local festivals and film-makers, including this year 
again with the Headingley LitFest.

The average attendance was thirty-nine, with a 
maximum of sixty two and minimum of twenty seven. 
The membership currently stands at thirty-seven. As for 
the last two years we organised a members evening to 
help select a significant part of the year’s programme. 
Financially we had a small shortfall, which was covered 
from our reserves.

Martin Cook, Andy Norman (Chairperson),  
Tim Herring (Secretary), Richard Irving,  
Tina Irving, Adrienne Patterson (Treasurer).

TALKING HEADS AT HEART
North Korea, Rough Sleeping, Brexit, Modern Slavery, 
Climate Change – these are just some of the topics 
covered by Talking Heads over the past two and a half 
years. Its range of topics in relation to economics, social 
care and health, the culture and social fabric at home 
and abroad has placed current developments in their 
historical context and often explored the links and 
implications for the Leeds area. The aim of the sessions 
is to give a platform for experts in the topic to share 
knowledge and understanding, develop analytical 
discussion and stimulate continuing interest in the 
issues raised. Many of the topics bring together those 
with expertise amongst the audience which increases 
the liveliness of the discussion! There are often links 
and threads through the various topics including social 
justice, inequality and sustainability.

Joint sessions have been run with Leeds Civic Trust and 
with Headingley Lit Fest. In 2019 it’ll also be part of the 
Festival of Ideas. We welcome suggestions for topics and 
links to appropriate potential speakers as well as help in 
organising and running the sessions.

Organisers: Mike Bird, Alan Murphy,  
Helen Seymour. 

heart
headingley enterprise and arts centre

This has been another excellent year for HEART, which 
is busier than ever while Pulse, our co-working unit, has 
had a very successful year, and the café – now Assembly 
Bar and Kitchen – has flourished. New art exhibitions 
appear regularly, and our Events programme has 
grown again and now includes Headingley Social, in 
partnership with Salvo’s restaurant. Community events 
including Apple Day and Wonder Day (for children) draw 
large numbers. Other new collaborations include Rose’s 
Tea Bar, with OWLS (Older Wiser Local Seniors), and two 
new enterprises – the Green Yard (plant sales and related 
activities), and Tiny Boo (activities for young children) 
add to the richness of our offer. We continue to support 
a range of services, activities and groups including 
isolated older people, adults with learning disabilities, 
and people dealing with a range of problems.

It has also been a successful year financially, with 
turnover up again despite the competition and 
challenges. A key development was the re-financing 
that followed HDT’s community share offer; a loan 
from Headingley Investment Fund enabled HEART to 
repay its loan from Social Investment Business, and will 
underpin HEART’s future finances; HIF also funded new 
carpeting and seating.

None of this is possible without the contributions 
of many people. Volunteers, including Board 
members, undertake a variety of roles that support 
the small paid staff team which has coped with 
considerable challenges this year while still introducing 
improvements and developments.

All this gives us every confidence that HEART’s vital role 
in Headingley community life will continue to grow. And 
exciting further developments are planned for 2019!

Richard Norton, Chair, HEART Board
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HEADINGLEY FARMERS' 
MARKET
Headingley Farmers’ Market has had another good year and is 
a finalist in the FRA Market of the Year competition. We have 
lost some regular stalls: Happi Foods and Asharun Spices have 
moved on, but luckily we found Really Indian and Stickey’s 
Honey. We have other new traders: Plate 2 Plate – recycled 
food waste converted to garden compost, also Slowrise Bagels, 
Wildcraft Bakery, Whole in the Ground coffee, Holy Smokery 
and Leave no Trace. We are always willing to try out new traders 
who provide variety and conform to the Farmers’ Market ethos. 
Local musicians cheer us up, children enjoy the game (and a 
prize!) and our team of workers put up and take down the stalls 
with skill and goodwill led by Ahmet Un.
www.headingleyfarmersmarket.com
Organising Group: Julia Baxter, Liz Carey, Sue Furniss, 
Rachel Harkess, Jane Norton, Gill Redfearn, Helen 
Seymour. 

HEADINGLEY COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD 
Since Headingley Community Orchard started in 2010 we 
have planted around 100 trees: apples, pears, plums, cherries, 
fig and mulberry – on five sites. Many of our trees are now 
mature and producing fruit: we had a bumper crop of apples 
this year providing fruit for Apple Day in October. Shire Oak 
Primary School pupils continue to pick fruit from the trees 
on-site for use in cooking lessons. In the coming year we will 
further enhance the site at St Chad’s Parish Centre by planting 
additional trees.

The group organises regular work days, usually 
on Sunday mornings (check our website 
headingleycommunityorchard.org.uk for details); we 
welcome visitors who would like to help.

The Orchard Group: Sarah Dunton, Jo Habib,  
Andy Lawrence, Jenny Lawrence, Nigel Lees and  
Janie Percy-Smith.

TABLE TENNIS AT HEART
Table tennis continued at HEART on Monday evenings 
and was well attended though numbers dropped a little 
towards the end of the year. Everyone is made welcome, from 
complete beginners to the more talented/experienced, in a 
pleasant social atmosphere involving doubles as well as more 
competitive singles matches. Our coach, Chris Gans, attends 
once a month and patiently explains what we are doing wrong 
which we usually then keep on doing! Thanks to him on behalf 
of all the players for his efforts. Thanks to Liz Jeffery who was 
the kindly and efficient table tennis coordinator during the 
year, a task she has now passed on to me. I am slowly learning 
how to fit all three tables into the shed in the yard at the back 
without being stuck inside with them.
Thanks to all the regular players who supported the sessions 
throughout the year, including Sally Dowell, Liz Jeffery of 
course, Liz Westmorland, Gary, Phil, and Winston. I look 
forward to playing – and usually losing – against them all in 
2019 and also wish to pass on a warm and friendly welcome 
to anyone who fancies coming along, whatever their level of 
ability or experience.
Organiser: Pauline Fleck.

HEADINGLEY HOMES
Headingley Homes aims to help balance the Headingley 
neighbourhood by providing affordable homes to rent or buy 
for long-term residents. We continue to have a small portfolio 
of properties, two leased properties as well as the house we 
own, providing attractive, safe and comfortable places to live, 
two at affordable rents.
 In November 2018 we purchased a three bed semi- detached 
house, working with the Empty Homes doctor and bringing 
an empty home back into use. A bridging loan was provided by 
Headingley Investment Fund to enable the refurbishment. The 
house is now being renovated and will be available for rent in 
May 2019 for a family. 
The project has also been in discussion with Leeds Community 
Homes, exploring expansion ideas; including commissioning a 
feasibility and design report about purchasing the Community 
Centre on Bennett Road for a mixed site use including housing 
and community use, seeking opportunities for funding from 
national grants that support community led housing. A clear 
housing strategy for HDT has been developed and there will 
be further discussions to take this forward with partners in the 
next year. 
Headingley Homes project group: Matthew Hill,  
Sarah Johal, Richard Norton, Richard Tyler, Atam Verdi, 
supported by other members of HDT.
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AB
OU

T H
DT HDT was formed by Headingley residents in 2005 to develop enterprising 

initiatives that promote and sustain a vibrant local community. It is a 
social enterprise with over 1000 members and membership is open to 
any individual, group or business. As a sustainable business HDT receives 
no on-going grants and all its income comes from its members, projects 
and enterprises. 
Headingley Development Trust Limited is a Registered Society  
no. 29983R
Registered address: HEART, Bennett Road, Headingley,  
Leeds LS6 3HN
tel 0113 275 4548
info@headingleydevelopmenttrust.org.uk
www.headingleydevelopmenttrust.org.uk
  @HDTHeadingley

Headingley Enterprise and Arts Centre Ltd is registered as a 
Company Limited by Guarantee no. 6848581.
Registered address as above.
heartadmin@heartcentre.org.uk

The HDT Board
Alan Beswick (from May  2018), Hazel Dimsdale (Treasurer), 
Matthew Hill, Sarah Johal, Isobel Mills (Vice-Chair),  
Richard Norton (Society Secretary), Helen Pickering,  
Mike Sells (Membership Secretary), Helen Seymour (Chair),  
Alan Slomson, Richard Tyler.

Our supporters

CAFÉ SCIENTIFIQUE
We continue to attract a good-sized audience and talks 
are aimed at the informed but not specialist listener! 
There is always a good Q&A and discussion session with 
excellent questions and comments – often continuing 
in the bar afterwards. A wide range of subjects was 
covered including medical science, astronomy, 
mathematics, climate change, waste disposal and even 
mapping and science, cartooning and art. Thanks to all 
those who came and spoke to us.
We finished the year off with a couple of short seasonal 
talks from Dave and Paul, a science quiz, mince pies and 
mulled wine! Past and future talks are shown on our 
page of the HDT website, where people can also sign 
up to the mailing list. Join us on the second Monday 
of every month (except August) in 2019 at the New 
Headingley Club. 
Project Team: Dave Webb, Paul Marchant and  
Derek Charlwood.

PROMOTING HEADINGLEY
Promoting Headingley has continued to develop its 
website headingleyleeds.com, celebrating Headingley 
as a great place for long-term residents, businesses and 
visitors. The listings for Live, Shop, Learn, Eat, Play and 
Explore in Headingley are now on over a hundred pages, 
together with over fifty articles by and about local 
people and organisations. A major development has 
been the addition of two dozen photographic galleries 
of the Headingley neighbourhood now and in the past. 
After a presence on Facebook, we have now opened a 
Twitter account @HeadingleyNo1. And all of this has 
worked! Visitors to the website have quadrupled over 
the year, and a Google search for ‘Headingley’ shows our 
site on the first page.

Promoting Headingley: Alan Beswick (social 
media), Katie Fabri,Helen Pickering (editor), 
Richard Tyler (website manager).

HEADINGLEY INVESTMENT FUND (HIF)
HDT 's most significant activitiy this year was the launch 
of Headingley Investment Fund. The idea behind the 
project was to give local people a powerful stake in 
place-making and on influencing the community 
landscape in Headingley. While there were a number 
of immediate needs we hoped HIF might support 
including putting the funding of HEART on a more local 
footing, the fact that the share offer was not for specific 
projects but linked to a place and to people’s vision for 
it, was unique. It certainly gained considerable national 
media coverage!
Through the generosity not just of Headingley folk but 
of friends far and wide, HIF raised nearly £481,000 by its 
target date. The Fund as a whole represents huge trust 

in HDT and fantastic commitment by the community. 
It has helped us to be able to move swiftly on things 
like changing the basis of the loan to HEART, freeing up 
resources for the centre’s development. HIF has also 
meant we can deliver on ambitions we have always had 
about sustainable neighbourhoods: we were able to 
secure a property, through a HIF loan, and renovating it 
for family use. We are also exploring the purchase of a 
much-loved local shop. These might feel like small steps 
– but they are real and meaningful and could not have 
happened without HIF and without local people’s belief 
that they can make a difference.
HIF project group: Sarah Johal, Isobel Mills, 
Richard Norton, Mike Sells, Helen Seymour.
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